Course Title: South Asia: State and Security Challenges to Development
Course Code: DVST-803

Credit Hours: 3-0

Pre-requisite Courses: None.

1. Course Description:

This course is both synthetic and comparative in nature. It is meant to synthesize
students’ historical knowledge of major security and governance related
developments in South Asia, such as partition, the Pakistan-India conflicts, ethnic
tensions within Pakistan, and contemporary instability in Afghanistan and
Kashmir. This course will also, however, encourage students to adopt a
comparative lens, and ask questions about relative governance problems and
development challenges. In doing so, the course will provide a thorough overview
of political developments in South Asia in addition to introducing the scalar
dimensions of regional security and regionalism into class discussions and
assignments. Though concerned with politics and security, all topics will be

studied in view of how they affect larger development efforts and agendas.

Course Objectives:

1. To foster student attention towards the ways that politics, political structures,
and agendas, have shaped South Asia’s past and present.

2. To increase student conceptual and theoretical knowledge on issues such as
governance, regionalism, nation-state, inter- and intra-state relations, and how they

pertain to South Asian countries.

Course OQutcomes:

3. At the end of this course students should be able to,
a. demonstrate a clear and thorough knowledge of the political structures
currently operating within South Asian countries.
b. critically analyze the relationships between security and development
within the South Asian region.
c. explain state and security challenges to sustainable development in

Pakistan, in a regional context.
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Course Contents:

4, This course will cover all dynamics of state institutions and security that
pertain to development in South Asia. This will include, but is not limited to
instruction about topics such as regional and national security, inter and intra state

relations, and the evolution of regionalism over time within the SAARC region.

5. Lab work: None.
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